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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

September 29, 2020

The Honorable Leroy Hughes
Mayor of San Augustine

301 South Harrison Street
San Augustirte, Texas 75972

Re:  Proposed Agreed Order
City of San Augustine; RN103137949; TPDES Permit No. WQ0010268001
Docket No. 2019-1582-MWD-E; Enforcement Case No. 52092
FOR SETTLEMENT PURPOSES ONLY

Dear Mayor Hughes:

The Executive Director of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality ("Commission" or
"TCEQ") is pursuing an enforcement action against the City of San Augustine for violations of
the Texas Water Code and Commission Rules. These violations were discovered during an
investigation conducted on July 24, 2019 and a record review conducted on October 4, 2019,
and documented in a letter dated September 24, 2019, from the TCEQ Beaumont Regional
Office.

Please find enclosed a proposed agreed order which we have prepared in an attempt to expedite
this enforcement action. The order assesses an administrative penalty of $83,375, identifies the
violations that we are addressing, and identifies specific technical requirements necessary to
resolve them.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, we are available to discuss them in a conference
in Austin or over the telephone. If we reach agreement in a timely manner, the TCEQ will then
proceed with the remaining procedural steps to settle this matter. These steps include
publishing notice of the proposed order in the Texas Register, and scheduling the matter for
approval by the Commission. We believe that handling this matter expeditiously could save the
City of San Augustine and the TCEQ a significant amount of time, as well as the expense
associated with litigation.

Enclosed for your convenience is a return envelope. If you agree with the order as proposed,
please sign and return the original order and the penalty payment (check payable to "TCEQ"
and referencing the City of San Augustine, Docket No. 2019-1568-MWD-E) to:
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Financial Administration Division, Revenue Operations Section
Attention: Cashier's Office, MC 214

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 13088 :

Austin, Texas 78711-3088

Should you believe you are unable to pay the proposed administrative penalty, you may claim
financial inability to pay part or all of the penalty amount. Please contact us immediately to
obtain a list of financial disclosure documents that must be submitted within 30 days of the
receipt of this letter. These documents, once properly completed and submitted, will be
thoroughly reviewed to determine if we agree with the claim of financial inability. Please be
aware that if financial inability is proven to the satisfaction of staff, discussions pertaining to the
penalty amount adjustment will focus only on deferral and not on waiver of the penalty amount.

You may be able to perform or contribute to a Supplemental Environmental Project ("SEP"),
which is a project that benefits the environment, to offset a portion of your penalty. If you are
interested in performing an SEP, you must agree to the penalty amount and
submit an SEP proposal within 30 days of receipt of this proposed order. If youare
a local government you may have additional SEP options available to assist you with coming
into compliance or remediating the harm caused by the violations. A local government is
defined as a school district, county, municipality, junior college district, river authority, water
district or other special district or other political subdivision created under the constitution or a
statute of this state.

For additional information about the types of SEPs available and eligibility
criteria, please go to the TCEQ’s web site link at http://www.tceq.texas.gov/legal/sep/
or contact the Enforcement Coordinator listed below.

Please note that any agreements we reach are subject to final approval in accordance with
30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 70.10(a).

If we cannot reach a settlement of this enforcement action or you do not wish to
participate in this expedited process, we will proceed with enforcement under the
Commission's Enforcement Rules, 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE ch. 70. Specifically, if the
signed order and penalty are not mailed and postmarked within 60 days from the
date of this letter, your case will be forwarded to the Litigation Division and this
settlement offer will no longer be available. The enforcement process described in

30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE ch. 70 requires the staff to prepare and issue an Executive Director's
Preliminary Report and Petition to the Commission. If you would like to obtain a copy of

30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE ch. 70, or any other TCEQ rules, the rules themselves and the agency
brochure entitled Obtaining TCEQ Rules (GI-032) are located on our agency website at
http://www.tceq.texas.gov for your reference. If you would like a hard copy of this brochure
mailed to you, you may call and request one from the Central Office Publications Ordering Team
at (512) 239-0028.
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For any questions or comments about this matter or to arrange a meeting, please contact Ms.
Steven Van Landingham of my staff at (512) 239-5717 or at
steven.vanlandingham@tceq.texas.gov

Sincerely,

Laurie Eaves, Manager

Enforcement Division

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
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Enclosures: Proposed Agreed Order, Return Envelope, Penalty Calculation Worksheet,
Effluent Violation Table, Site Compliance History



